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Identifying opportunities to shape application
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However…
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“Stick of rock”

What research needs to be done?

How should it be carried out?

How should results be shared and 
applied in practice?
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What research needs to be done?

Prognostic UncertaintyEarly Symptoms Actionable Insights

Population: Mild  
Cognitive  I m pa irm ent

Design: Disea se  
p rogre ss ion

Exposures: Mod ifia b le  
vs  fixed  risks
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How should it be carried out?

Bla ck Box

I nte rp re ta b le

Photo Cre d it : Elliot  Ma nche s  (Ce ntre  for Age ing  Be tte r)
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How should it be shared/applied in practice?

I nves tiga tion A

Lum ba r puncture
More  inva s ive

Once  a nd  d one
Highly a ccura te

I nves tiga tion B

Blood  d ra w
Less  inva s ive

Might be  repea ted
Slightly le ss  a ccura te  A
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How should it be shared/applied in practice?

My und e rs ta nd ing ≠ Stakeholders’

I nves tiga tion A

Lum ba r puncture
More  inva s ive

Once  a nd  d one
Highly a ccura te

I nves tiga tion B

Blood  d ra w
Less  inva s ive

Might be  repea ted
Slightly le ss  a ccura te  A



NIHR Biomedical Research Centre: Newcastle

Finding partners and funding
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Dr Allison Killen
NIHR Biomedical Research Centre

Finding partners -  facilitators

Claire Airey
Clinical Trials Network Nurse
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Facilitating conversations in the community

PPI Advisor Researcher
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Flexible reimbursement for time
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Involving people with additional needs

Cue  ca rd s  he lp  includ e  pe op le  w ith cognit ive  im pa irm e nts  in com ple x d iscuss ions
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Top tips
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Direction of information flow

I nvolvem ent

*De finit ions  va ry
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Not a ‘box - ticking’ exercise
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Mind the (communication) gap
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Use the support 
available to you
BRCs (£)

RSSs (£)

ARUK Network Centres (£)

BNA

Colleagues

Other networks

(a nd  Teess id e , 
Northum bria , Sund e rla nd )
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